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ABSTRACT 
Bahtiyar, Khoirul. Student Registered Number 3213103084. 2016. Grammatical 
Errors Made By the First Grade Students of SMPN 1 
Boyolangu in Writing Descriptive Text. Sarjana Thesis. 
English Education department. Faculty of Tarbiyah and 
Teacher Training. State Islamic Institute (IAIN) of 
Tulungagung.  
Advisor: Nanik Sri Rahayu, M.Pd.  
 
Key words: Grammatical error, Writing, Descriptive text  
 
Grammar is one of considering aspects in writing. As we know that 
grammar is arrangement of words in a sentence to express the writer’s ideas. That 
is why grammar plays an important role in producing a good writing text. 
However, some students may get difficulties in constructing sentences with in 
relation to this the writer will conduct a study on correct grammar. Error in 
grammatical since it can be used to give some contribution in attempting to 
decrease errors made by the students in writing.  
The formulation of the research problems in this research were: (1) What 
type of grammatical errors were made by the first grade students of SMPN 1 
Boyolangu in writing descriptive text? (2) Which types of errors categories have 
the highest and the lowest frequency made by the first grade students of SMPN 1 
Boyolangu in writing descriptive text?  
The objective of this research were: (1) To identify what type of 
grammatical errors were made by the first grade students of SMPN 1 Boyolangu 
in writing descriptive text (2) To identify which types of error categories have the 
highest and the lowest frequency made by the first grade students of SMPN 1 
Boyolangu in writing descriptive text.  
This research is descriptive design with quantitative approach. The 
population of this research was all the first grade students of SMPN 1 Boyolangu 
in academic year 2015/2016. The sample of this research was VII-E class which 
consists of 38 students. The instrument used in this research was writing test. The 
data analysis was using the procedure of error analysis which adopted by the 
writer into identify, classification, tabulation, and possible cause of error. In term 
of each error, errors in using verb groups (105), errors in subject-verb agreements 
(113), errors in the use of articles (14), errors in the use of prepositions (28), 
errors in pluralization (49), errors in the use of pronouns (33), errors in the use of 
conjunctions (22), and errors in the use of adverbs (44). Based on the finding of 
the research, it is suggested that English teacher should pay attention to the 
grammatical errors that often made by students in composing writing. After 
knowing the students’ errors, the teacher have to give explanation and feedback 
for their students related to the errors. This research is concern only analyzing 
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grammatical error in students’ descriptive text. So, other researchers are suggested 
to analyze other aspects in writing composition. 
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ABSTRAK 
Bahtiyar, Khoirul. NIM. 3213103084. 2016. Grammatical Errors Made By the 
First Grade Students of SMPN 1 Boyolangu in Writing Descriptive 
Text. Sarjana Thesis. English Education Department. Faculty of 
Tarbiyah and Teacher Training. State Islamic Institute (IAIN) of 
Tulungagung.                        
Pembimbing: Nanik Sri Rahayu, M.Pd. 
Kata Kunci: Grammatical error, Writing, Descriptive text. 
 Tata bahasa adalah salah satu untuk mempertimbangkan aspek dalam 
menulis. Seperti kita ketahui bahwa tata bahasa adalah susunan kata-kata dalam 
sebuah kalimat untuk mengekspresikan ide-ide penulis. Itulah sebabnya tata 
bahasa memainkan peran penting dalam memproduksi teks tulisan yang baik. 
Namun, beberapa siswa mungkin mendapatkan kesulitan dalam membangun 
kalimat, sehubungan dengan ini penulis akan melakukan studi pada tata bahasa 
yang benar. Kesalahan dalam tata bahasa karena dapat digunakan untuk 
memberikan beberapa kontribusi dalam upaya untuk mengurangi kesalahan yang 
dibuat oleh siswa dalam menulis. 
Rumusan masalah penelitian dalam penelitian ini adalah: (1) Apa jenis 
kesalahan tata bahasa dibuat oleh siswa kelas SMPN 1 Boyolangu dalam menulis 
teks deskriptif? (2) Jenis yang mana kategori kesalahan memiliki tertinggi dan 
frekuensi terendah yang dibuat oleh siswa kelas SMPN 1 Boyolangu dalam 
menulis teks deskriptif?  
Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah: (1) Untuk mengidentifikasi jenis 
kesalahan tata bahasa dibuat oleh siswa kelas SMPN 1 Boyolangu dalam menulis 
teks deskriptif (2) Untuk mengidentifikasi jenis kategori kesalahan memiliki 
tertinggi dan frekuensi terendah membuat oleh siswa kelas SMPN 1 Boyolangu 
dalam menulis teks deskriptif. 
Penelitian ini adalah menggunakan desain deskriptif dengan pendekatan 
kuantitatif. Populasi penelitian ini adalah semua siswa kelas VII dari SMPN 1 
Boyolangu di tahun akademik 2015/2016. Sampel penelitian ini adalah VII-E 
kelas yang terdiri dari 38 siswa. Instrumen yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini 
adalah tes tertulis. Analisis data adalah menggunakan prosedur analisis kesalahan 
yang diadopsi oleh penulis dalam mengidentifikasi, klasifikasi, tabulasi, dan 
kemungkinan penyebab kesalahan. Dalam jangka setiap kesalahan, kesalahan 
dalam menggunakan kelompok kerja (105), kesalahan dalam perjanjian subjek-
kata kerja (113), kesalahan dalam penggunaan artikel (14), kesalahan dalam 
penggunaan preposisi (28), kesalahan dalam pluralisasi (49 ), kesalahan dalam 
penggunaan kata ganti (33), kesalahan dalam penggunaan konjungsi (22), dan 
kesalahan dalam penggunaan kata keterangan (44). Berdasarkan temuan 
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penelitian, disarankan agar guru bahasa Inggris harus memperhatikan kesalahan 
tata bahasa yang sering dibuat oleh mahasiswa dalam menyusun penulisan. 
Setelah mengetahui kesalahan siswa, guru harus memberikan penjelasan dan 
umpan balik bagi siswa mereka terkait dengan kesalahan. Penelitian ini 
merupakan keprihatinan hanya menganalisis kesalahan tata bahasa dalam teks 
deskriptif siswa. Jadi, peneliti lain disarankan untuk menganalisis aspek-aspek 
lain dalam menulis komposisi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
xi 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
In the name of Allah SWT The most Beneficent and The Most Merciful. All 
praises are to Allah SWT for all the blesses so that the writer can accomplish this 
thesis. In addition, may Peace and Salutation be given to the prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh) who has taken all human being from the Darkness to the Lightness. 
The writer would like to express her genuine gratitude’s to: 
1. Dr. H. Abd. Aziz, M.Pd.I., the Dean of Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher 
Training of IAIN Tulungagung for his permission to write this thesis. 
2. Dr. Arina Shofiya, M.Pd, the Head of English Education Department who has 
given her some insight so the writer can accomplish this thesis. 
3. Nanik Sri Rahayu, M.pd, the writer’s thesis advisor, for her invaluable 
guidance, suggestion, and feedback during the completion of this thesis. 
4. Drs. Agus Sunaryo, M. M., the headmaster of SMPN 1 Boyolangu who has 
given the writer permission to conduct a research at this school. 
5. The first graders of SMPN 1 Boyolangu in the academic year 2015/2016 for 
the cooperation as the sample of this research. 
The writer realizes that this research is far from being perfect. Therefore, any 
constructive criticism and suggestion will be gladly accepted. 
Tulungagung, July 12
th
  2016 
The writer  
xii 
 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
 
Cover ................................................................................................................... i 
Advisor’s Approval Sheet ................................................................................... ii 
Board of Examiners’ Approval Sheet ................................................................. iii 
Motto ................................................................................................................... iv 
Dedication ........................................................................................................... v 
Declaration of Authorship ................................................................................... vi 
Abstract ...............................................................................................................vii 
Acknowledgement............................................................................................... xi 
Table of Content .................................................................................................. xii 
List of Tables....................................................................................................... xiv 
List of Appendices .............................................................................................. xv 
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION 
A. Background of the Research ................................................................... 1 
B. Research Problems .................................................................................. 5 
C. Objectives of the Research ...................................................................... 5 
D. Significance of the Research ................................................................... 5 
E. Scope and Limitation of the research ...................................................... 6 
F. Definition of Key Terms ......................................................................... 7 
G. Organization of the Research .................................................................. 7 
CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURES 
A. Writing  ................................................................................................... 9 
1. Definition of Writing  ........................................................................ 9 
xiii 
 
2. The Purpose of Writing  .................................................................... 11 
B. Grammar .................................................................................................. 14 
C. Error Analysis ......................................................................................... 17 
1. Definition of Error Analysis  ............................................................ 17 
2. The Differences between error and mistake ..................................... 18 
3. The Classification of Error  ............................................................... 19 
4. The Sources of Error  ........................................................................ 26 
D. Descriptive Text ...................................................................................... 28 
E. Previous Study ......................................................................................... 30 
CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD 
A. Research Design ...................................................................................... 32 
B. Population, sampling and Sample ........................................................... 33 
C. Research Instrument ................................................................................ 34 
D. Data Collecting Method .......................................................................... 34 
E. Data Analysis .......................................................................................... 35 
CHAPTER IV FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
A. Research Finding ..................................................................................... 38 
B. Discussion ............................................................................................... 41 
CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
A. Conclusion .............................................................................................. 50 
B. Suggestion ............................................................................................... 51 
REFERENCES .................................................................................................. 53 
 
xiv 
 
LIST OF TABLES 
Table 
2.1 
2.2 
2.3 
2.4 
2.5 
2.6 
2.7 
3.1 
4.1 
 
Table of verbal sentence   
Table of negative verbal sentence 
Table of interrogative verbal sentence 
Table of nominal sentence 
Table of negative nominal sentence 
Table of interrogative nominal sentence 
The example of descriptive paragraph 
The procedures of Error Analysis 
Table of Errors Frequency 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
xv 
 
LIST OF APPENDICES 
Appendix 1 Lesson Plan 
Appendix 2 Classification of Students’ Errors 
Appendix 3 Permission Letter 
Appendix 4 Guidance Card 
Appendix 5 Curriculum Vitae 
 
 
